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"This is a beautiful old building with so much history. It has had legendary people perform within its walls. But it’s extremely hard to maintain."
—KAREN HUME
Capitol Arts Alliance executive director

Faculty
protest
raises
By EMILY ULBER
news@chherald.com

Some faculty members
are signing their names to
speak out against prospective raises for administrators.
English Instructor Fabian Alvarez created a petition for faculty members
to voice concerns about
the raises, which Faculty
Regent Patricia Minter will
present at the Board of Regents meeting on Oct. 30.
Regents will vote on a revamped contract for Athletics
Director Wood Selig, which
includes a nearly $34,000
increase in base pay.
They will also vote on a
nearly $19,000 raise for Dean
Kahler, associate vice president for Academic Affairs.
Minter said she doesn’t
know how the board will react, but she hopes they take
faculty concerns seriously.
SEE PROTEST, PAGE 3A

JESSICA EBELHAR/HERALD

Bowling Green residents Seane Thomas, 17, left, assists Danae Wesley, also 17, with her costume before the Capitol Arts Youth Theatre production of “The
Crucible” on Saturday.

show
the

During the Great Depression, there was one industry
that had a profit increase each
year, said Karen Hume, executive director for the Capitol
Arts Alliance. People flocked
to theaters for an escape from
poverty and sadness, and the
entertainment industry flourished.
She said that the U.S. is facing what economists call the
worst financial struggle since

the Depression. But the arts industry has seen very different
results because of TV, movies
and the Internet.
Bowling Green’s The Capitol Arts Alliance is dealing with
the change, Hume said.
Hume said the Capitol’s
revenue has been down 30 percent since 2006, and continued
loss could seriously endanger
its ability to stay open.
The Capitol Arts building,
at 416 E. Main St., hosts entertainment for the community
including concerts, plays and

news@chherald.com

art galleries.
“This is a beautiful old
building with so much history,”
she said. “It has had legendary people perform within its
walls. But it’s extremely hard
to maintain.”
Records from the Kentucky
Library and Museum trace
the building’s origins to 1890,
when the Capitol first opened
as a vaudeville house called
the Columbia Theatre featuring
burlesque and comedy acts.
SEE CAPITOL, PAGE 5A

SEE MONEY, PAGE 5A

Capitol Arts Alliance struggles to fund shows

news@chherald.com

By EMILY ULBER
Faculty and staff members looking for federal
money for research and
development projects may
not have to dig as deep.
Stimulus money from
the American Reinvestment
and Recovery Act of 2009
has been distributed to grant
agencies across the country,
creating a surplus in available
money, said Richard Bowker,
vice president for research
and dean of graduate studies.
“My view is that this is
the best opportunity to get
funding that’s been in this
country since the 1950s,”
Bowker said.
There are several pathways for stimulus money,
he said.
About $5.4 million will
come to Western through
the state, according to data
from the Council on Postsecondary Education.

goes on

By WHITNEY KOONTZ

Stimulus
money
available

Bowling Green businesses
offer music events
By KRISTEN SNYDER
news@chherald.com

Whether looking for
blues or bluegrass, modern
rock or rap, the Bowling
Green community has many
different options in its local
music scene. Here’s a list
of upcoming music events
happening around town:
OVERTIME
Modern rock, southern
rock, country, blues
Music every Friday and
Saturday

Jonesey, every Wednesday,
9 p.m.
Dave Dye, every Thursday,
9 p.m.
Young Bama, Friday Oct.
30, 10 p.m.

Oct. 30, 9 p.m.
Sixth Floor and Chasing
Layne, Friday Oct. 30, 9 p.m.
00 The Rabbit & Lee
Harvey, Saturday Oct. 31,
9 p.m.

STATE STREET PUB
Country, rock, wide variety
Conago, every Thursday,
9:30 p.m.
Japanese School Girls, Saturday Oct. 31, 9:30 p.m.

440 MAIN/ MICKI’S
ON MAIN
Blues, rock, funk
Exit 2 on Friday Oct. 30,
9 p.m.
Tyrone Dunn Experiment,
Saturday Oct. 31, 9 p.m.

TIDBALLS
Sleeper Agent, Thursday

CONTACT: NEWS 270.745.6011

SEE MUSIC, PAGE 3A

BETHANY MOLLENKOF/HERALD

Bowling Green resident Shelly Nolloth and her friend, Leitchﬁeld resident Carl Moore,
dance to a cover song by The Allman Brothers sung by Steve “Jonesy” Jones. Jones performs at Overtime Bar every Wednesday night. He usually sings cover songs of alternative rock bands.
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CRIME REPORTS
Arrests
■ Samantha E. Cronk, Wind Ridge
Avenue, was arrested on Oct. 24
and charged with driving under
the inﬂuence of alcohol. She was
released on a $739.85 cash bond.

CORRECTIONS
■ Due to a source error, information was incorrect in a Diversions
front article about Civil War Living
History Days in the Oct. 20 issue.
The Faculty House, a log building on campus near Cherry Hall,
was built in 1924, according to a
Kentucky Library and Museum list
of campus buildings.

CLARIFICATION
■ Due to a Herald error, information was unclear in the BG WKND
calendar in the Oct. 23 issue.
General admission to the Massacre
haunted attraction is $15. Admission to all three attractions, including the Massacre, the haunted trail
and spooky golf, is $25.
The Herald regrets the errors.

Fill in the grid so that every column and every 3x3 box
contains the digits 1-9 with no repeats. Solutions, tips
and computer program at www.sudoku.com.

For additional
content and
multimedia visit
us at the new

a
thousand
words
Western Kentucky University’s
campus remained draped in darkness
from the night before. The traffic lights worked tirelessly under a
star-filled sky, although no motorists
were on the road to abide by them
yet.
Micah Brandt, a building services
attendant, had been at work in Tate
Page Hall since 4 a.m. The long
curved hallways of the third floor
looked dark and lifeless. He turned
on one light at a time as he went
from office to office, emptying small
trash cans into his cart. The only
sounds on the floor came from the
clicking noise made by his keys.
Brandt talked about caste systems,
social structures and politics as he
worked. He said his experiences at
work inspire him to write. He writes
science fiction and comic books. He
pitches stories to DC Comics about
six times a year.
He ended up in Bowling Green about
a year ago after his wife’s job moved
from Illinois to Greenville.

By DREW THOMPSON

“I miss my family,” Brandt said. “I
miss my friends. I’m a stranger in a
strange land down here.”
After making his rounds, he stepped
out on the deck of the second floor.
The ember of his cigarette glowed
cherry red against the cloudless
deep-blue morning sky. The first
golden beams of daylight crept over
the roof of the building and spilled
onto the campus.
Joe Smith, a co-worker, joined
Micah to smoke. Smith talked about
how much he loves his children.
Brandt talked about how he and his
wife of five years, Laura, are thinking of adoption. The couple have
tried in vitro fertilization twice but
haven’t been able to conceive.
Joe thinks they should go for it.
He said they will make really good
parents.
“I don’t have anyone else down here I’d
call a friend except Joe,” Brandt said.
"A Thousand Words" is a weekly photo essay that
tells untold stories on the edges of campus.
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College costs, aid up
By MICHELLE DAY
& MARIANNE HALE
news@chherald.com

The cost of attending
public four-year colleges
like Western has increased
more in the past decade
than in the previous two
decades, according to a College Board study released
Oct. 20.
But student grant aid
also went up, ultimately
reducing the amount many
students actually pay, said
Jennifer Ma, a consultant
for the College Board.
Education also pays, with
people who have bachelor’s
degrees earning 62 percent
more in 2005 than people
with only a high school diploma, according to another
College Board study.
“The public sector depends heavily on state appropriations,” Ma said. “As
they go down, public schools
have to rely on tuition and
fees. That’s why (prices) go
up in the public sector.”
The studies, part of the
College Board’s “Trends in
Higher Education Series,”
is based on a survey sent out
to about 4,500 schools, she
said.
From the 1999-2000 to

PROTEST
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

Alvarez said in an e-mail
that, while a lot of faculty
care about this issue, it’s
hard to tell how many will
sign.
About 50 faculty had
signed within the first 24
hours of posting the petition, he said.
“Some are in agreement
with the petition and choose
not to sign for fear of retribution or for fear of losing
alliances, or they believe
that their opinion does not
matter,” Alvarez said.
He said the board’s responsible reaction would
be to acknowledge the mes-

the 2009-2010 academic
years, tuition and fees at
public four-year colleges increased at an average annual
rate of 4.9 percent beyond
the general inflation rate,
according to the College
Board’s “Trends in College
Pricing” report.
Both previous decades
had increases of 4 percent
or lower, according to the
report.
In-state tuition at fouryear public institutions like
Western increased an average 6.5 percent from a year
ago, according to the report.
That increase is relatively low for an economic recession, when college prices
can go up double digits, Ma
said.
College has become
more affordable in the past
five years for many students,
with the average price they
actually pay after receiving
financial aid totaling $1,600
a year at public four-year
colleges, Ma said.
But family income has
stayed about the same in the
past decade, she said.
“The implications are for
full-pay students,” she said.
Western’s tuition increase this year was 4 percent, the maximum allowed

by the Council on Postsecondary Education.
CPE’s decision to cap tuition this year was good for
keeping college affordable,
said Ann Mead, Western’s
vice president for Finance
and Administration, in an
e-mail.
But the cap was hard
on the Academic Affairs
department, which had to
make difficult decisions
about class enrollment and
hiring to make up for less
revenue, Mead said.
John Hayek, CPE vice
president for finance, said
the council allowed “aggressive” tuition increases
in the early 2000s to get the
price of higher education
in Kentucky up to par with
surrounding states.
The state has moved
away from those aggressive
increases in recent years as
the economy started slowing down, Hayek said.
President Gary Ransdell
said in March that the 4 percent increase was the lowest
percent increase for tuition
Western’s had since 1989.
Hayek said it’s important
to keep other college costs in
mind when comparing how
affordable higher education
is in different states.

“Tuition is just one part
of the puzzle,” he said, adding that other costs, such as
room and board and textbooks, also factor in.
CPE will begin the tuition-setting process in November for the 2010-2011
academic year, Mead said.
Schools will know by
March the maximum tuition
increases CPE will allow for
next year, and Western officials should set the tuition
rate by May, she said.

sage and postpone any pay
increases until the economy
is more stable.
Selig’s current salary is
$141,480, and if his new
contract is approved, he will
be paid $175,000, a 23.7
percent increase.
Kahler’s current salary
is $111,504, and his proposed salary is $130,008, a
16.6-percent increase, said
Deborah Wilkins, chief of
staff and general counsel.
Alvarez said he doesn’t
intend for the petition to single out Selig and Kahler.
“It is aimed at the systemic issues that plague this administration,” he said, going
on to say: “...They ask us to
tighten our belts but when it
comes to asking administra-

tion to do the same, it seemingly does not apply.”
Last year, President Gary
Ransdell announced that
Western’s budget would be
cut an additional 2 percent
to give faculty and staff onetime bonuses, between $500
and $1,000, which later became permanent raises.
The overall average salary for faculty is $60,090,
said Tony Glisson, director
of Human Resources, in an
e-mail.
Applying a $1,000 bonus
to the average faculty salary
would be equivalent to a
raise of about 1.7 percent.
Staff salaries range from
about $22,840 to $93,740,
depending on the position,
Glisson said.

Staff Regent James Kennedy said staff members
don’t have a petition of their
own to present at the meeting.
Kennedy
encourages
staff members who have
something to say to contact
him directly.
Both Kahler and Selig
declined to comment.
Ransdell said he hasn’t
seen the petition, but it’s important for all voices to be
heard.
He said he wouldn’t discuss personnel actions or
speculate what might happen at the meeting, saying
only that the raises were
approved by the board’s
executive committee earlier
this month.

www.wkuherald.com

Tuition
increases
Western's average
annual tuition increase
by the decade:
■ 1979-1980 to 19891990, 8.45 percent
■ 1990-1991 to 19992000, 7.53 percent
■ 2000-2001 to 20092010, 11.54 percent
Source: Information from the
Bursar's Web site

MUSIC
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

GREENER GROUNDZ
Acoustic, folk, bluegrass,
jazz
Live music every Friday
and Saturday
Just Us and Graham
Hudspeth, Saturday Oct.
31, 5-10 p.m.
LIL’ REDZ
Rock, country
All age open mic night,
Thursday Oct. 28, 8 p.m.
Chris Downey, Wednesdays
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FROGGY’S
Easy Street, Friday, Oct.
30, 10 p.m.

BREW CO.
DaveRock, Saturday, Oct.
31, 10 p.m.
KOA
Bluegrass Thursdays, 7
p.m. to midnight
WHABAH STEAKHOUSE SALOON
Andy & the Rockers, Friday Oct. 30 and Saturday
Oct. 31, 9:30 p.m.

■ NEWS BRIEF
Poetry event
to honor former
professor
Poet Vivian Shipley
will present “Poetry of
Place: A Reading to Celebrate the Legacy of Jim
Wayne Miller” on Nov. 8.
The presentation is a
part of the 13th annual Jim
Wayne Miller Celebration
of Writing and will take
place at 2 p.m in the Garrett Conference Center.
A reception and book
signing will follow the
free event, which is open
to the public.

Shipley is the Connecticut State University Distinguished Professor and the
editor of the Connecticut
Review for Southern Connecticut State University.
The event celebrates
the life and work of Miller, a professor of German
language and literature at
Western from 1963 until
his death in 1996.
He published short stories, a novel, a play and
numerous essays on Appalachia and related subjects.
— Emily Ulber
Source: Western’s News
and Events Web site
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STAFF EDITORIAL

POLL
What is your Halloween
costume?

CHRISTINA
BARTH
Taylor Mill
freshman

“I’m going as a ﬂapper.”

MICHAEL
WILSON
Louisville
freshman

“I’ve got myself an awesome
King Kong costume.”

Sending mixed messages
Faculty and staff justiﬁed in their outrage over proposed raises
THE ISSUE: Some Western faculty and
staff members have organized a petition
protesting the raises of some administrators, which the Board of Regents will vote
on this Friday.
OUR VIEW: After urging prudence in the
wake of a 4-percent budget cut, President
Gary Ransdell is sending the wrong message by approving raises for some administrators.
Last semester, some faculty and staff
members were angry after learning they
would receive one-time bonuses as opposed
to the salary increases they were expecting.
Facing a mandatory 2-percent budget cut,
President Ransdell slashed another 2 percent
from the budget to fund those bonuses.
At the time, the Herald said faculty and
staff were being unreasonable for expecting
a raise amidst massive cuts.
Now, following Barbara Burch’s $32,000
raise in April and the proposed raises for
Athletics Director Wood Selig and Dean
Kahler, associate vice president for Aca-

demic Affairs, faculty and staff members
have every reason to be upset at the mixed
messages administrators are sending out.
The petition states that the recent raises
are “in direct opposition to the President’s
statement that there will be no raises for
faculty and staff this year beyond modest
bonuses between $500-$1,000 which were
funded by a 2% budget cut.”
The unclear communication from administrators concerning raises is a good example
of the poor employee/employer relations
that can ruin an institution.
The nearly $34,000 raise for Selig and
the nearly $19,000 raise for Kahler also illustrate Western’s misplaced priorities.
With the exception of football, the success Western athletics have enjoyed under
Selig have likely put him on the radar of
bigger-name universities.
Kahler may be receiving similar attention
for his work.
Considering their higher profiles, it would
be understandable to increase their salaries
and make them more competitive compared
to those at other universities.

However, considering Western’s current
economic situation, it isn’t the right time for
such a move.
With a smaller budget and higher tuition
costs for students, all of Western’s employees should have to sacrifice until the financial crisis improves.
High-ranking administrators shouldn’t be
exempt from the sacrifices faculty and staff
members have been asked to make.
The Herald supports the petition started
by faculty and staff members and their decision to call Ransdell out on his hypocritical
decisions.
Holding administrators accountable to
what they say is more important than ever
considering Western's financial situation.
When the Board of Regents meets on Friday, the Herald hopes its members will recognize the unfair nature of Western’s spending policy and reject the proposed raises for
Selig and Kahler.
This editorial represents the majority
opinion of the Herald’s 11-member editorial board.

FOSTER
BUCHANAN
Bowling Green
sophomore

“I’m haven’t decided yet, but
I’m sure it will involve me not
having a shirt.”

ZACH BYRNE
Louisville
junior

“My girlfriend and I are
going as salt and pepper
shakers. I’m pepper.”

hot
TOPIC
Be sure to check the
Herald's Facebook fan
page for new topics of
discussion each week.

A cartoon strip by Annie Erskine
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SUBMISSIONS
The Herald encourages
readers to write letters
and commentaries on
topics of public interest.
Here are a few guidelines:

diversions@chherald.com

Opinion 270.745.4874
opinion@chherald.com

Sports 270.745.4874
sports@chherald.com

Photo 270.745.6281
photo@chherald.com

1. Letters should not exceed
250 words, and commentaries should be about 500
words.
2. Originality counts. Please
don't submit plagiarized
work.

3. For veriﬁcation, letters
and commentaries MUST
include your name, phone
number, home town and
classiﬁcation or title.
4. Letters may not run in
every edition due to space.
5. The Herald reserves the
right to edit all letters for
style, grammar, length and
clarity. The Herald does NOT
print libelous submissions.
6. Letters and commentaries
must be received by 7 p.m.
on Wednesday and Sunday.

DISCLAIMER: The opinions expressed in this newspaper DO NOT reﬂect those of Western Kentucky University's employees or of its administration.
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CAPITOL
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

During the height of the
Depression in the 1930s,
it was transformed into
a movie house, adopting
Capitol Theatre as its name,
according to records.
In the 1960s and 70s,
the building sat vacant and
fell into a state of extreme
disrepair, Hume said.
“There were some very
committed people who
would not let the Capitol
be forgotten,” she said.
After three years of
renovation, the building
reopened as a performing
arts center called the
Capitol Arts Alliance in
1981, she said.
Hume oversees all of
the Capitol’s business.
She said the building
requires constant upkeep
and attention because of
its age.
“We have a repairman
on call for anything that
may go wrong at any
time,” she said. “There’s
never a dull or peaceful
moment. Something is
always happening.”
One of the Capitol’s
veterans is the current
technical director, Jeff

MONEY
CONTINUED FROM FRONT

But another chunk is
available through agencies
such as the National
Science Foundation and
the National Endowment
for
the
Humanities,
Bowker said.
With more money
available, chances of
getting money have gone
up, he said.
So far, Western faculty
and staff members have
filled out 12 proposals
totaling
about
$14.4
million in grant requests,
according to a document

COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD
Smith,
who
handles
lighting and sets for the
Capitol’s shows.
He’s been involved with
the Capitol since the early
1990s.
“There’s something so
fun about working here,”
he said. “The Capitol is my
second home, and I love it
with all I have.”
Smith answers a call
about a broken stage light
and, without a beat, heads
to fix it.
“I feel like I’m a part
of this building,” he said,
walking in long strides. “I
keep it alive, and it returns
the favor.”
Keeping the Capitol
building alive involves
more than minor repairs
and upkeep, Hume said.
The Alliance has been
struggling to survive
financially in the past few
years.
The Capitol rents the
theater to local schools
and businesses to increase
profits.
“The bottom line is, we
want to stay open,” Hume
said.
Smith said he’s noticed
the culture around the
arts change from it
being a valued industry
for the public to being

unimportant.
He recalled attending
shows at the Capitol in the
1980s.
“I treated it as a
privilege,” Smith said. “It
was always a big deal for
me, and I still think that.”
David Young, head
of Western’s department
of theatre and dance,
said he doesn’t think the
performing arts are in a
cultural decline.
“I believe the way
people
receive
their
entertainment has divided
and changed ... Theater
is very good at adapting
to the change in public
opinion,” he said.
Hume said she thinks
that change is the key to
survival.
“We are focusing on our
youth theater more than ever
to keep the Capitol fresh and
current,” she said.
The Capitol Arts Youth
Theatre performed The
Crucible, a play about the
Salem Witch Trials, on
Friday and Saturday.
Currently, the Capitol
is planning two shows
for Halloween. At 3 p.m.
on Oct. 31, the theater
will host an orchestra
concert called “Halloween
Spooktacular,” which will

feature Halloween themed
songs, Hume said. At 10
p.m. that night, they’ll
show the movie cult classic,
“The Rocky Horror Picture
Show.”
The Alliance is also
relying on fundraisers to
support the theater.
The Alliance hosted
its annual community
fundraiser, Rocktoberfest,
on Saturday in Circus
Square at 601 State Street.
Hume said they hadn’t
counted all the donations
from the event, but they
were expecting a huge gain
from last year’s $5,000
income from the event.
The event features live
music and food donated
from local restaurants.
The Alliance also hosted
a letter-writing campaign
during the summer called
“Keeping the Capitol
Lights On.” It raised about
$10,000, Hume said.
She said the Alliance
has no plans for another
large fundraising campaign
but is continuing to accept
donations.
“The Capitol is a
staple of Bowling Green,”
Hume said. “It would be
irresponsible of us to let
it go easily. We’ll be here
until the very end.”

provided by Bowker.
Four awards, totaling
about $1.4 million, have
been announced so far,
including
$898,871
for the Robert Noyce
Teacher
Scholarship
Program, according to the
document.
The program aims
to encourage science,
technology, engineering
and mathematics majors
and
professionals
to
become K-12 mathematics
and science teachers,
according to a Western
press release.
“I’m
very
happy
with what we’re doing,”
Bowker said, adding that

he’d like to see Western
become “a little more
aggressive” in going after
stimulus money.
Faculty won’t be the
only ones benefitting from
the money, Bowker said.
Undergraduate
and
graduate students often
assist in research, and more
research
opportunities
means more lab time for
students, he said.
Steven
Haggbloom,
interim director of the
Office
of
Sponsored
Programs,
said
the
availability of the stimulus
money is “a once-in-alifetime opportunity.”
Western’s size puts

it in a favorable place
for
getting
funding,
Haggbloom said.
Major
research
universities, such as the
University of Kentucky,
have to provide matching
funds for many of their
grant proposals, he said.
Smaller
schools,
such as Centre College,
aren’t likely to apply for
large research grants,
Haggbloom said.
Out of the money
that has already been
awarded, the majority
has gone to Ogden
College of Science and
Engineering, according to
the document.

wkuherald.com
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BARBER
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

“I was scared to let
anyone mess my head up,
so I thought I’d mess my
own up,” Booker said.
Through cutting his
own hair, Booker found
his niche in trimming his
teammates' hair too.
Hayden said he’s
no longer afraid of the
damage Booker could
do. He left as a satisfied
customer after Booker’s
first cut and said he has
it trimmed weekly by the
team barber.
“He told me he messed
up a bunch of times, and
people used to make fun
of him,” Hayden said.
“Then he started cutting
other people’s hair, and
they saw he could do a

pretty good job.”
Taurean Smith said it’s
The
demand
for things like Booker’s
haircuts has become so barber shed that bring the
large that Booker now team closer together.
has assistants, including
“It helps him get to
his “intern,” junior kick know everybody on the
returner Dexter
team,”
Smith
Taylor.
Booker
said. “It lets
said he even lets
people see who he
Taylor take the
really is and his
lead cutting role
character towards
sometimes.
everybody else.
And
while
He’s helped a lot
there’s a shop
of people out.”
setup back at
But Booker‘s
his
apartment,
clippers haven’t
a barber’s chair TAYLOR
helped everyone.
in the Toppers’
Junior receiver
locker room fulfills most Quinterrance
Cooper,
of the team requests. In whose hair is among
exchange for the cut, the longest on the team,
players and coaches throw said he doesn’t need the
$1 in a jar, and at the end freebie.
of the season, the team
“He’s not gonna cut
will donate the sum to a my hair,” Cooper said.
charity.
Booker said he’d be
Senior
linebacker happy just to trim it.
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HELP
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

“It
is
intimidating
coming from high school
and you are on the top, and
now not even being on the
top in the team,” Hale said.
“In high school, people
think it’s amazing to break
20 minutes for 3 miles, but
in college you don’t even
get noticed for that.”
Scott said the most
important thing Hale
can do to improve is to
continue learning from the
team’s veteran members.
“Because they have all
done this before and they
are all trying to bring her
along, it’s really good for
Madison to have what
they can teach her,” Scott
said. “She can get the
experience of going to

the bigger meets and just
running with the good girls
that are out there.”
Carinena said she and
Hale share a similar work
ethic and began training
together
this
week,
challenging each other
both at practice and in
competition.
“At Pre-Nationals, Ana
was passing me at one
point and just turned to
me and said, ‘Come on,
Madison,’” Hale said. “She
kind of dragged me along
to the finish. She really
helps me out a lot.”
Carinena and Hale agree
that there’s something special
about the team’s dynamic,
both on and off the course.
“Even though there is
a huge age gap, it doesn’t
show,” Carinena said. “We
go to practice, and you can
hear us all laughing and

From the very
beginning, I
knew it was
Madison and
that I didn’t
want to redshirt
her."
—MICHELLE SCOTT
Coach

hanging out.”
Scott
said
she’s
confident that she chose
the right freshman to help
represent the team.
“From
the
very
beginning, I knew it was
Madison and that I didn’t
want to redshirt her,” Scott
said. “I just knew.”
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PRATT
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

Jenkins, head coach of
the track and field team,
said he and the other track
and field coaches are
very flexible in working
with two-sport athletes,
including junior Derrius
Brooks, a football wide
receiver, and senior Jeremy
Evans, a men’s basketball
forward, who are also
members of the track and
field team.
Pratt said she practices
with the track and field
team once or twice a week
and competes when her

READY
CONTINUED FROM SPORTS

The Lady Toppers beat
West Division leader New
Orleans (19-25, 25-22, 2523, 23-25, 15-11) on Friday,
also defeating LouisianaMonroe (25-12, 25-13,
25-16) and LouisianaLafayette (25-15, 25-22,
25-17) over the weekend.
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soccer and class schedules
allow for it.
Jenkins said Pratt’s
high school track coach
contacted him and said she
would be playing soccer at
Western but might also be
a valuable addition to the
track and field team.
Jenkins said he first
heard about Pratt when she
was in high school.
He said he was glad
when the soccer team
signed Pratt because he
knew she was someone
who could help the
track and field team
eventually.
"We’ve had the pleasure
of working with several

two-sport athletes the
past few years, so we’re
familiar with those types
of athletes, and we try to
give them the opportunity
to be successful in both
sports,” Jenkins said.
Both Tinius and Head
Coach Jason Neidell said
Pratt’s athleticism and
her accomplishments in
two sports in high school
were big reasons for her
recruitment.
“That was her main
selling point,” Tinius said.
“Her speed is her main
asset on the field, and that
lends itself well to track
and field.”
Tinius said the soccer

Sophomore
middle
hitter Tiffany Elmore,
back from a knee injury
that kept her out of three
matches last week, said
the win over New Orleans
inspired the team.
“Any game is tough,
but
we
definitely
improved against New
Orleans,” Elmore said.
Stuckel said the team
set a goal of winning

20 games this season.
The Lady Toppers will
play four of their final
six conference games at
home, including a rematch
with FIU on Nov. 6.
“These last games are
going to be huge for us, but
we are definitely peaking
at the right time,” Stuckel
said. “Everybody is doing
everything right, so the
time is now for us.”

7a

coaches aren’t too fearful
of Pratt injuring herself
while competing in a track
and field event.
The track and field
and
soccer
seasons
don't overlap, so Tinius
said coaches aren't too
concerned
with
the
possibility of a track
injury.
"If something were
to happen, she wouldn’t
miss a lot of time with
us," Tinius said. "But we
watch out for injuries,
and I know the track
coaches watch out for that
too because they want
everybody performing at
their maximum level.”

WKUHERALD.COM
These last
games are going to be huge
for us..."
—LAUREN STUCKEL
Sophomore setter
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FOOTBALL

CROSS COUNTRY

Freshman
to help
veterans
By EMILY PATTON
news@chherald.com

Booker said he takes requests
from anyone on the team and even
a few coaches.
“I cut so many heads I don’t
even know where to start,” Booker said. “I can do pretty much anything.”
Booker began cutting his own
hair when he came to Western, unwilling to either pay for someone
else to cut his hair or allow someone else to touch it.

Before coming to Western,
freshman Madison Hale said she
didn’t know if she would even
have a spot on the Lady Topper
cross country team.
Six freshmen competed to fill
a single vacant position on the
team before the spot was awarded to Hale.
Hale, the only freshman on
the team, will try to help her veteran teammates defend their Sun
Belt Conference championship
Saturday in Monroe, La.
“There are no excuses at this
point,” Hale said. “You just have
to work your butt off. What happens, happens.”
Coach Michelle Scott said she’s
anticipating the freshman’s upcoming performance more than in
any other competition this season.
“She hasn’t had her breakthrough race just yet, and that
could very well happen at conference this weekend,” Scott said.
Senior Ana Carinena said her
young teammate looks prepared
to help defend the title.
“With her being the only
freshman, it would seem like she
would feel pressure,” Carinena
said. “But she is just handling it
all really well.”
Hale said her excitement outweighs any nerves heading into
this weekend’s competition.
Scott, who saw several of
Hale’s high school races while
recruiting her to the team, said
Hale has made an unusually easy
transition to the collegiate level.
“It’s hard being a freshman,”
she said. “You come in off of a
different coach, and you have
to learn to adjust to everything
from more miles to juggling
classes to traveling. She has had
no problems fitting in, even from
the very beginning.”
The difference in the level of
competition from high school to
college has been most difficult to
adjust to, Hale said.

SEE BARBER, PAGE 6A

SEE HELP, PAGE 6A
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Senior running back Marell Booker cuts sophomore running back Bobby Rainey’s hair in the locker room before the start of the football team’s
practice on Friday. Booker said he cuts the hair of about 20 to 30 of his teammates and also cuts hair out of his apartment.

Quality cut
Running back Booker also serves as team barber
By JONATHAN LINTNER
sports@chherald.com

On Thursday nights before
home games, the Western football
team doesn’t strictly watch film
and study the playbook.
Instead, they relax and get their
hair cut.
Set up in the kitchen at senior
running backs Marell Booker and
Tyrell Hayden’s apartment is a
chair, apron and all of Booker’s
haircutting equipment — includ-

ing a straight edge razor, wall
clippers, an apron and shaving
cream.
“It’s really like a little barber
shop in our apartment on certain
days,” Hayden said. “If one person gets their hair cut, they’ll bring
about five or six people over to our
apartment, and we’ll all talk.”
Booker has taken the role as
team barber, holding the ability
to cut bald fades, even fades and
temp fades — and he isn’t stingy
with the clippers.

VOLLEYBALL

SOCCER

Lady Tops ready
for rematches
By MIKE STUNSON

tournament.”
Sophomore setter Lauren Stuckel said the losses to
Only two teams have kept Middle Tennessee serve as an
Western from an undefeated extra reason for the team to
conference record this sea- get fired up.
son, and they’re teams the
“I feel like Middle is the
Lady Toppers (19-7, 8-3) will team that needs to be worlikely have to beat to win the ried,” Stuckel said. “We will
Sun Belt Conference Tourna- be pumped, and the crowd
ment next month.
will be amazing.”
Florida
InternaHudson said his
tional (21-2, 11-0 Sun
team is still maturing
Belt) beat Western on
day by day, and some
Oct. 2, while Middle
of the losses can be
Tennessee State (16attributed to youth.
7, 9-1) is second in
“I’ve been dothe division and has
ing this for 15 years,
already defeated the
and the biggest thing
Lady Toppers twice
I can tell you is that
this year, on Sept. 25 HUDSON
experience is the bigand Oct. 20.
gest teacher,” Hudson
But Head Coach Travis said.
Hudson said he isn’t conOne thing that Hudson
cerned about potentially fac- said the Lady Toppers need
ing those teams in the confer- to improve on is closing out
ence tournament, hosted by games. Many times they have
the Lady Toppers from Nov. tied or have been close late in
19-21.
games but have lost.
“We seem to always be the
“...We just have to continue
top three teams in the confer- to make plays,” Hudson said.
ence, and I see no worry for “We have had trouble digging
us this year,” Hudson said. deep to get the last couple
“We are a young team that is points.”
still developing, but we are
building ourselves for the SEE READY, PAGE 7A
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Sophomore forward Kaylyn Pratt is one of the few Western athletes who compete in multiple sports. Pratt, also
a high jumper on the track and ﬁeld team, juggles a hectic training schedule.

Pratt juggles two sports
By COLE CLAYBOURN
sports@chherald.com

Sophomore forward Kaylyn
Pratt spent her entire high school
career dividing her time between
soccer and track and field.
That busy lifestyle didn’t stop
when she arrived at Western last
year.
Pratt, who is at Western on a
soccer scholarship, has continued the juggling act by competing in the high jump for the track

and field team in the spring.
Pratt said she didn’t plan to comBut Assistant Coach Chris pete for the track and field team in
Tinius said Pratt’s level of in- college, but once she got to Westvolvement with both collegiate ern, she realized that she wanted to
sports and class never seems to continue her track career.
overwhelm her.
“Coach (Erik) Jenkins saw me
“I don’t know if it’s because one day and told me the door is alshe did a good job with time ways open for me to join the team,”
management or what it was, but she said. “I was just sitting around
she never really seemed stressed one day and realized that I missed
out about anything,” he said. “To doing track, and I e-mailed him and
be honest, she’s been doing that asked him about joining the team.”
her whole life. I think it’s just
something she’s used to.”
SEE PRATT, PAGE 7A
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Billy DuVall Jr.
leads worship
at a number of
churches in and
around the Bowling Green area.
He is a regular
attendee and
leader at Hillvue
Heights Church.
“To me, singing
is a ministry,”
DuVall said.

McKenzie
Mason, a high
school senior
from Bowling
Green, frequents
the Shake Rag
Salon every two
months. She always has DuVall
work on her hair,
including for her
prom last year.

BETHANY MOLLENKOF/HERALD

Billy DuVall Jr., a barber at Shake Rag Salon, spends his Sundays as a worship leader at Hillvue Heights Church. He said that his ministry carries over into his profession.

SHEAR

faith

By BETHANY MOLLENKOF | photo@chherald.com

The salon was bustling. Women had their hair
cut, combed, permed and styled, but one room
was still. The door was partially closed, and two
people were quietly chatting and smiling.
Saturday mornings are busy days at the Shake
Rag Salon on Chestnut Street, but Billy DuVall
Jr. takes time to listen carefully and genuinely
care for his clients. Today his client is sharing
some important personal struggles, but last week
he was laughing with a teenage client about her
texting habits.
DuVall doesn't fulfill the cliché role of a gossipy hair stylist. Instead he offers words of encouragement and kindness. He has worked at
Shake Rag Salon for the past five years and has
built up a strong following, not only for his hairstyling expertise, but because he is welcoming to
all.
“It’s not really about hair anymore. It’s more

WHAT'S YOUR STORY?

diversions@chherald.com
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Ricardo Nazario-Colón, the director of the Office of Diversity Programs, drives
more than two hours to get to campus in the morning from Georgetown.

WKU worth the drive
diversions@chherald.com

If cars could talk, Ricardo Nazario y Colon’s 1997 Toyota Camry
might ask for free oil for an entire
year — and a break from the road.
Colon, the director of the Office of Diversity Programs, lives
in Georgetown. But he commutes
about two hours to work each morning. And he has no plans to change
that anytime soon.
“I have children, a daughter who’s
a junior in high school, that’s a major
reason we can’t move,” he said.
Colon has to be in tune with his

car because he’s in it alone an average of 20 hours a week to and
from work. He said he has regular
maintenance work done, and if he
notices that something’s wrong he
addresses it immediately.
Colon doesn’t drive his Camry
on the weekends or during breaks to
conserve it for the brutal road trips
that it has to make. So far, the Camry has racked up 315,000 miles.
Colon has to drive between time
zones to go to work; he wakes up at
5 a.m. Eastern time to be in Bowling
Green at 7 a.m. Central time.
SEE DRIVE, PAGE 4B
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of a ministry thing for me,” DuVall said.
And ministry is something DuVall is familiar
with. He works as a hair stylist, but on Sundays
he’s a worship leader at Hillvue Heights Church.
“The life I live and the songs I sing are all one,”
he said. “I sing who I am, I am what I sing.”
DuVall said his singing has brought people to
tears and is yet another way for him to love others.
“No matter if I am singing or cutting hair, it is
about the ministry and encouraging people,” DuVall said. “… that is pretty much what my life is
about.”

Sophomore pushes equality
By ZIRCONIA ALLEYNE

By WHITLEY TOBIN

For multimedia on this
story and more, visit

“Text Mario!” was written
on campus grounds as Dallas sophomore Mario Nguyen
lobbied for support. Many
have seen his speech on YouTube or on C-SPAN during the
National Equality March in
Washington, D.C. on Oct. 11.
Nguyen is gay and proud
of it. He said he wants America to realize that homosexuality is not taboo.
“I’m pushing for equal-

ity, not acceptance,” Nguyen
said. “Those are two different
things.”
Mario saw that the National Equality March was looking for an “Equality Idol” on
Facebook and wanted to get
involved.
He posted a three-minute
video telling his story about
coming out to his older sister.
He told her how he had always dreamed of his fairy tale
wedding, but she immediately
told him “Two men can’t get
married.”

That moment led Nguyen
to find the difference between
acceptance and equality.
With a major in public relations and a minor in marketing,
Nguyen said he is used to guerrilla marketing, or unconventional
ways of pursuing conventional
goals, according to Guerrilla
Marketing International.
He rallied around campus
with signs asking people to
vote on the spot with their cell
phones.
SEE EQUALITY, PAGE 3B

CNN: BG good for small businesses
By BILLY HICKS
news@chherald.com

Bowling Green has what
it takes to attract new, small
businesses to the area, according to a national ranking.
The city was rated 12th
in a list of the 20 best places
for small business startups
in small metro areas by CNNMoney.com. The list cites
Bowling Green’s Corvette
Museum and factory, the
city’s downtown redevelop-

ment project and Western’s
influence on the town as factors in the rating.
Bowling Green Mayor
Elaine Walker was pleased
with the listing.
“Anytime we’re listed in
a national magazine, it’s a
wonderful boom to potential
growth in the community,”
she said.
Walker said one of the
city’s strengths in small business development is the way
the area works together. The
Bowling Green Area Cham-

Look inside
for the full
city list
ber of Commerce works on
keeping old businesses as
well as getting new businesses, while Western meets with
potential companies and the
county and the city give tax
incentives to help sway them,
she said.
SEE BG, PAGE 4B
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Lights out on dorm energy competition next week
By LAUREL WILSON
news@chherald.com

This week is the last chance
students in dorms have to unplug
their energy-sucking electronics
and plug into energy conservation that could win them a prize
as part of Reduce Your Use.
Reduce Your Use is a competition between dorms to see
which one can reduce energy
consumption the most.
The competition started Oct. 5
and will last through Oct. 30, said
David Baskett, coordinator of
facilities for Housing and Residence Life. Baskett is in charge
of Reduce Your Use this year.
The winning dorm gets a
prize, but officials haven’t determined what that prize will be
yet, he said.
This year, students can see

where each dorm ranks at any
given time by going to a Web site
started by HRL in September that
displays up-to-the-moment energy use in dorms, Baskett said.
The Web site has been used
by both officials and students. It
can be reached by going to www.
wku.edu/housing and clicking on
sustainability.
Last year, officials had to
check meters at each dorm by
hand to determine energy use,
and the rankings of each dorm
were only released periodically,
Baskett said.
There’s been more than 900
hits on the Web site from Sept.
16 to Oct. 16, Baskett said.
But a comparison between
this year’s energy usage to last
year’s isn’t possible, because the
Web site only goes back as far as
September, when it was started,

and Western doesn’t have the
handwritten records from last
year’s competition, Baskett said.
The Web site will be more
beneficial to officials next year
because they’ll be able to compare next year’s results with this
year's, he said.
“We’re comparing apples to
oranges now, but next year we’ll
be able to compare apples to apples,” Baskett said.
Mayfield freshmen Chelsea
Elliott and Kristin Pierceall live
in Bemis Lawrence Hall and
have been participating in Reduce Your Use.
Every floor in Bemis has a
bulletin board promoting the
competition, and residents are
encouraged to turn lights off and
unplug items when they’re not
needed, Pierceall said.
Both Pierceall and Elliott said

they’ll continue using as little
energy as possible even after the
competition ends.
“If you’re not in the room,
then it’s wasteful,” Elliott said
of keeping lights on and items
plugged in. “Not only is it common sense, but it helps the environment.”
Louisville freshman Michael
Brown lives in Minton Hall,
where he sees posters promoting
the competition, he said.
Brown said he makes sure to
turn the lights off when he sees
them on for no reason.
Hopkinsville
freshman
Miranda Visser, who also lives in
Minton, said she thinks everyone
has been doing a part to reduce
energy use.
“No one is hardcore, but everyone’s helping out in some
way,” she said.

The leaderboard
Top ﬁve dorms who have
reduced their energy use as
of 6 p.m. Sunday:
■ Zacharias Hall
27.6 percent reduction
■ Rodes-Harlin Hall
18 percent
■ McCormack Hall
14.1 percent
■ Gilbert Hall
14 percent
■ Bates-Runner Hall
12.6 percent

Source: Housing and
Residence Life Web site
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EQUALITY
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Nguyen said he knew
it wouldn’t be easy to persuade a conservative university and community.
“WKU is not the place
to have that support,” he
said. “One girl, who was
walking with five or six of
her friends, yelled that my
campaign was gross and
walked off.”
Two girls in the group
turned and mouthed a
sympathetic “sorry” for
their friend’s lack of tact,
he said.
“It’s sad that people don’t
treat us like equals and embrace it,” Nguyen said.
The reactions in his
hometown aren’t much
different.
“When I go home,
my family is Asian and
Mexican, but I’m different
based on the fact that I’m
gay,” he said.
Nguyen said some of
his relatives didn’t know he
was gay until they saw the
march on TV. His mother
still isn’t speaking to him.
“She’s stubborn, but
maybe she will change,”
he said.
Even many of Nguyen’s
gay friends from home
didn’t show support for his
campaign.
“Not a single one of my
Dallas gay friends responded to my messages or went
to the march,” he said.
The lack of support and
votes made Nguyen doubt
his purpose.
“I thought, ‘Should I
fight for people’s rights
who don’t even care?’”
Nguyen said.
But others on campus,
such as Adam Swanson,
a senior from Rosemount,
Minn., stood by their
friend.
“He’s my friend, so I
decided I would help him
with his campaign by calling as many people as
possible and networking,”

COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD
Swanson said. “I have a lot
of connections since I am a
national coordinator for a
grassroots campaign, so I
was able to contact Cleve
Jones and have him call and
wish Mario best of luck.”
Much of Nguyen’s support came from Jones, an
author and human rights activist, as well as the Lesbian,
Gay, Bisexual, Transgender,
Questioning and Straight
community across America.
Bill Browning, a contributor to the Bilerico
Project, said Nguyen has
a gift.
“Keep your eye on this
guy,” he wrote for the Project, which is the largest
LGBTQ blog.
Nakhone
Keodara,
founder of the Gays United
Network, also supported
Nguyen on www.socalvoice.net.
“We owe it to ourselves
and to the future generations to support him, nurture him and elevate him
to his destiny as a great
leader...,” he said.
Nguyen came in second
place with text votes, but
he was invited to speak at
the event. The voting was
also measured by Facebook and YouTube hits.
“When I saw those

200,000 people, it was
absolutely breath-taking,”
Nguyen said.
The march took place
on National Coming Out
Day. He compared it to the
Civil Rights Movement
and the black community’s
willingness to fight for
their rights.
“No one is just handed
rights,” he said. “Whether
it is joining a grassroots
movement or donating to
equality across America,
do something.”
Nguyen has joined local movements, such as
Student Identity Outreach,
which just became an official program.
“WKU is really bad at
acknowledging and funding gays on campus,”
Nguyen said. “Smaller minorities need to be funded,
not just fraternities and
sororities. We want to do
more, but we can’t do anything if we don’t have any
funding.”
Nguyen said he is determined to do whatever
he can for change.
“I always wanted to be
CEO of a big company, but
doing the whole campaign
made me question whether
I want to be an activist,” he
said.

3b

WKUHERALD.COM

4b

COLLEGE HEIGHTS HERALD

DRIVE

BG

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1B

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1B

On his drive home, he
loses an hour, which he said
hinders him from doing
some evening activities.
“My daughter says I’m not
home enough,” Colon said.
“My wife understands. She
just asks that I pick our 4-yearold son up from daycare.”
Being the director of ODP
doesn’t give him privileges
that his colleagues wouldn’t
have; his office hours are the
same, and he still organizes
several programs.
“I actually have a little
place in Bowling Green,” he
said as he laughed at having
to pay two rents. “I have it
so I can stay there depending on the week or what’s
happening on campus.”
Colon worked at the University of Kentucky as the
executive director of Multicultural Affairs before he
came to Western.
“I was looking for employment, I got interviewed,
impressed them and they
hired me,” he said.
Colon is also a founding
member of the Affrilachian Poets, which started 19 years ago
at the University of Kentucky.
He will be featured in the fall
issue of the Louisville Review
and is looking for a publisher
to print his first book, “Jíbaros
and Hillbillies.”
Colon said he makes the
drive worth it by connecting
with students and co-workers.
“He’s a good boss,” said
Flowers Robinson, a junior
from West Michigan and
ODP assistant. “He always
asks and checks with us to
make sure we’re doing fine.”
Despite the 132-milesa-day drive, Colon said his
love for his job keeps him
motivated.
And he said he feels
lucky to be able to share his
unique heritage.
“I think being a black Puerto Rican gives me a unique
sense because I bring a diaspora to WKU,” he said. “I’m not
only a citizen of the United
States but of the world.”

“We just do what it takes
to sell our community,”
Walker said.
Bowling Green is
the fourth-largest city in
Kentucky behind Louisville,
Lexington and Owensboro
and reached metropolitan
status in 2003, according
the U.S. Census Bureau.
It didn’t rank in the
2008 edition of the CNN
Money listing.
Walker said Western
helps the city attract new
businesses.
“Clearly, having a major
university in the area has
been beneficial to bringing
new businesses into the area
because they tend to need a
well-trained workforce, and
with Western’s presence
they have that opportunity,”
she said.
Marshall Beach, Hog
Wild BBQ restaurant
owner, said Western has
an impact on his business
because college students
are often his customers.
“It’s a huge college
town,” he said. “We
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Bowling Green ranked 12th of the 20
best places for small business startups
in small metro areas by CNNMoney.com.
Other cities on the list:
1. Billings, Mont.
2. Bismarck, N.D.
3. Fargo, N.D.
4. Rapid City, S.D.
5. Sioux Falls, S.D.
6. Midland, Texas
7. Morgantown, W. Va.
8. Dubuque, Iowa
9. Hattiesburg, Miss.
10. Missoula, Mont.
11. Tuscaloosa, Ala.
12. Bowling Green, Ky.
focus on that. This is my
hometown too, so it’s a
great community.”
Jessica
Thompson,
communications director
for the chamber, said the
environment, tax rates
and crime rates all affect
the decision to locate to an
area, and ranking well on
these statistics is a great
selling point to potential
small businesses.
“Based on the factors
taken into account, it

13. Grand Forks, N.D.
14. Logan, Utah
15. Abilene, Texas
16. Auburn, Ala.
17. Waterloo, Iowa
18. Ames, Iowa
19. Charlottesville, Va.
20. Jefferson City, Mo.
— http://money.cnn.com/
smallbusiness/best_places_
launch/2009/snapshot/44.html

shows Bowling Green is
a great place to be,” she
said.
Thompson said there’s
no more emphasis put on
a large business than on a
small one.
“A small business is as
important as a large one
because you never know
how it might grow and
become a large one itself,
and they all bring jobs,
which is the important
thing,” she said.

■ NEWS BRIEF
Cancer awareness
campaign begins
at Western
Hungry students’ appetites may have been
curtailed for a minute
when they noticed bras
of the lacy and pushup variety hanging in
Downing
University
Center last week.
Several student organizations and sports teams
donated bras to Western’s
Relay for Life campaign
for breast cancer awareness last week, said Louisville senior Jeff Moad,
co-chair of Western’s Relay for Life.
Bra-hanging is one of
several events leading up

to Relay for Life, a 24hour walk done to raise
money for the American
Cancer Society, on April
9 and 10.
The group also had
other events to raise
awareness for breast
cancer last week, including Paint Your Campus
Purple and We’re Going
Streaking.
Western’s
chapter
started planning the campaign in August at the
Relay for Life retreat in
Nashville, Franklin senior and chair of Western's Relay for Life Rachel Reetzke said.
About 45 teams participated last year in Western’s relay, she said.

The chapter raised
about $37,000 last year
through the event, and
Western was recognized
for having the top collegiate fundraising event
in Kentucky for their efforts, Reetzke said.
The final events leading up to the relay are:
■ Protect your Balls
dodgeball tournament on
Feb. 1, which promotes
testicular cancer awareness
■ Click for a Cure in
March, an e-mail fundraising campaign
Visit wkuherald.com for
more on this story.
— Mary Barczak

